
The Anthem “Always” Youth Choir 

  Maureen Howell Charlotte Phillips, solo 

In the darkness of the valley, you are with me; I will not fear. 

Surely goodness and mercy lead me all my journey home. 

To the mountains I look up and ask from where comes my help. 

The one who made and loves me will keep me all my life. 

       And remember, I am with you always, even unto the  

       end of the age. 

You search me and know me, when I sit or when I rise. 

In the heavens or farthest oceans, you are there. 

You are near, you are here, you are breath and peace. 

You are light, you are hope and joy. 

You are grace, you are comfort and kindness. 

You are wholeness, you are love. 

The Sermon                  Christopher Chapman 

“From Ambivalence to Pure Joy” 

*The Hymn of Devotion “The Servant Song” BEACH SPRING 

We are pilgrims on a journey, we are trav’lers on the road; 

we are here to help each other walk the mile and bear the load. 

I will hold the Christ-light for you in the nighttime of your fear; 

I will hold my hand out to you,  

speak the peace you long to hear. 

Will you let me be your servant, let me be as Christ to you; 

pray that I may have the grace to let you be my servant too. 

I will weep when you are weeping;  

when you laugh, I’ll laugh with you. 

I will share your joy and sorrow  

‘til we’ve seen this journey through. 

When we sing to God in heaven, we shall find such harmony, 

Born of all we’ve known together of Christ’s love and agony. 

Will you let me be your servant, let me be as Christ to you; 

pray that I may have the grace to let you be my servant too. 

Words: Richard Gilland, 1977 

Music: Beach Spring, The Sacred Harp, 1844 

THE CHURCH IN WORSHIP 

THE ORDINATION OF LYNN GRAHAM LINGAFELT 

October 26, 2025  Six o’clock 

The Greeting of Worshipers   Leah Reed  

The Trinity Chimes and Lighting of Candles 

Three chimes are sounded, awakening us to the presence of God, 

alerting us to the voice of Christ, centering us in the embrace of 

the Spirit. As we gather, we present ourselves “as a living 

sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is our spiritual 

worship.” 

The Prelude    Maureen Howell 

The Call to Worship (responsive)1    

 Leader:  Creating God, we gather in your name to worship you. 

  We give thanks that there is a small spark of God within us. 

 People: Kindle that small spark into a flame of love and service.   

 Leader:  Sustaining God, we gather in your name to worship you. 

  We celebrate the loving presence of God in our life.  

 People: May God’s loving presence be a strong influence in  

  our life.   

 Leader:  Nurturing God, we gather in your name to worship you. 

  We rejoice that God teaches us about love and forgiveness.  

 People: As we grow in faith, trust and love for God, may our  

  worship, witness and service bring honor to God’s  

  Holy Name. Amen.  

The Invocation 

*The Hymn of Gathering, 532  SLANE 

 “Be Thou My Vision”  

The Christian Testament    Ephesians 4:1–6 (p. 951) Michael Hood  

 Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

 People: Thanks be to God. 

The Gospel                     Mark 1:16–20 (p. 812)  

 Leader: This is the Gospel of Christ.  

 People: Praise be to you, O Christ. 

The Congregational Affirmation (responsive)2   

 Leader:  We gather here today, Lynn, as witnesses that have  

  traveled with you on your journey of faith. We  

  celebrate your ministry among us and affirm God’s  

  work in your life. Because you have been gifted and  

  empowered by the Spirit, we ordain you to the  

  ministry of the gospel of Jesus Christ.   

 People: We are the voices of nurture, speaking from within  

  the wonderful churches that surround you. With ever-

  abiding care, we have given you the foundation of  

  faith. Go forth and nurture others with the same  

  generosity of spirit as we have nurtured you.   

 Leader:  We are the voices of love, speaking from within the  

  family that surrounds you. We have embodied the love of 

  God that extends beyond condition. Go forth and love  

  others with the same depth of devotion as we have loved you. 

 People: We are the voices of challenge, speaking from within 

  the circle of friends that surrounds you. With  

  reverent conviction, we have perpetually summoned  

  you to think and act outside your comfort zone. Go  

  forth and challenge others with the same spirit of  

  friendship as we have challenged you.   

 Leader:  We are the voices of the oppressed, speaking from within 

  the larger community that surrounds you. With dreams  

  of what can be, we seek hope for the future and ask that 

  you take risks and work for change. Go forth and seek  

  justice for others with the same ferocity of need as we  

  have called you.  

 People: We recognize this servant leader and truthful friend  

  as one set apart to guide, strengthen, and walk with  

  us as we live out our faith. We pledge our love and  

  support and offer our prayers that together we may  

  glorify God and make Christ known in the world.  

 All:  We ask God’s blessing on Lynn and on each member  

  of this family of faith, in the name of Christ, whose  

  people we are. Amen.  



The Laying on of Hands 

The Prayer of Blessing                   Kimberly Taylor 

The Presentation of Gifts 

  The Benediction   

*The Chimes 

Three chimes are sounded, sending us into the world with the love 

of God, the Good News of Jesus Christ, and the power of the Holy 

Spirit. As you go, remember, “you are a chosen people, a royal 

priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people.” 

*The Postlude  Maureen Howell 

*The congregation may stand. 

* * * * * 

 
1Call to Worship © 2012 Joan Stott – "The Timeless Psalms" RCL Psalm Year B, 

used with permission. 

2Litany of Affirmation is from the ordination service of Kristina Woods Brown via 

Baptist Women in Ministry Ordination Resources. 

The following is reprinted and/or streamed with permission, all rights reserved, 
under ONE LICENSE #A-708116: Always, Maureen Howell © 2025 Birnamwood 
Publications (ASCAP) a division of MorningStar Music Publishers; The Servant 
Song, Words: Richard Gilland © 1977 Universal Music, Brentwood Benson 

Publishing. 
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A place of grace, a place of challenge, a place for you.  
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