March 5, 2025 6:30 p.m.

The Prelude Maureen Howell

Ash Wednesday begins the Christian season of Lent. We will spend the coming days
journeying with Jesus toward the cross; toward the death that ultimately brings
resurrection life. Many of us will spend these coming days practicing a new spiritual
discipline or giving up something that seems to be getting in the way of the life we long to
live. And tonight, we come together to mark the beginning of this Lenten journey.

We come together to acknowledge our sin, to acknowledge our mortality. We come to
glimpse the Christ who offers forgiveness, who offers everlasting life.

As part of tonight’s worship, the imposition of ashes will be offered. This practice may not
be familiar to everyone. Ashes have been used in Christian churches to mark the
beginning of Lent since at least the 10th Century, and ashes are mentioned in scripture
as a symbol of purification and repentance. We offer the imposition of ashes tonight as a
physical reminder of our mortality and sin; an assurance of God’s forgiveness and
salvation.

The Solo “Softly and Tenderly” Greg Flowers
Dale Wood, arr.

The Call to Worship (responsive) Michael Hood

LEaDER: The Lord says, return to me with all your heart,
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning;

PeEoPLE: God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger,
and abounding in steadfast love.

LEADER: The call of the Lord is heard. The day of the Lord is near.
PeopLE: Let us worship God.

The Invocation

*The Hymn, 451 “Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy” ARISE



The Call to Confession Lynn Lingafelt

The Prayer of Confession (unison)

Have mercy, O God, have mercy on us.

We have many treasures on earth that we hold too dearly;
that we withhold from others in need.

When we sin against neighbor, condone injustice,

and quarrel with one another, we sin against you.
Forgive us, we pray, for we are broken in spirit.

Do not see us for our faults, and do not go away from us.
Keep us always in your presence

so that we may be restored to the joy of your salvation.
Sustain in us a willing spirit to treasure what you desire;
then our hearts will be opened in joy and gladness.

In Jesus Christ, our Treasure, we pray. Amen.

The Silent Confession

The Assurance of Pardon (responsive)

LEADER: The truth is this: God’s love and mercy are never-ending. God
knows us in our inward being; God cleanses us from our sins and
shortcomings, and restores to us the joy of salvation.

PeopPLE: Thanks be to God!

The Act of Praise

“For freedom, Christ has set us free!”
What joy is ours to claim!

No more enslaved, humanity

Finds life in Jesus’ name.

We try, Lord, to be justified

Through all the works we do.

Yet you adopt us, saying “Child,

It’s Christ who makes you new.”

Words: Carolyn Winfrey Gillette, 2000
Tune: ELLACOMBE, Gesangbuch der Herzogl.
Hofkapelle, Wiirtemberg, 1784

The Hebrew Bible Isaiah 58:1-12 Michael Hood

The Gospel Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21



*The Hymn

Refrain

“There’s a Longing in Our Hearts” LONGING
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There is a long-ing in our hearts, O Lord, for you to re-
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veal your - self to us. There is a long-ing in our hearts for
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love we on-ly find in you, our God. 1. For jus-tice,
2. For wis-dom,
3. For heal-ing,
4. Lord save us,
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1. for free-dom, for mer-cy: hear dur prayer. In
2. for cour - age, for com-fort: hear our prayer. In
3. for whole-ness, for new life: hear our prayer. In
4. take pit - vy, light in our dark - ness. We
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1. sor - row, in grief:
2. weak-ness, in fear:
3. sick- ness, in death: be near, hear our prayer, O God.
4. call vyou, we wait:

The Homily

“Penitence Is Needed”

Words and Music: Anne Quigley, 1992

Christopher Chapman



The Invitation to Lenten Discipline (responsive)

LEADER: Friends in Christ, every year at the time of the Christian Passover we
celebrate our redemption through the death and resurrection of our
Lord Jesus Christ. Lent is a time to prepare for this celebration and to
renew our life in the paschal mystery. We begin this holy season by
remembering our need for repentance, and for the mercy and
forgiveness proclaimed in the gospel of Jesus Christ.

PeEoPLE: We begin our journey to Easter with the sign of ashes, an
ancient sign, that speaks of the frailty and uncertainty of
human life, and marks the penitence of this community.

LEaber: [ invite you therefore, in the name of the Lord, to observe a holy Lent
by self-examination, penitence, prayer, fasting, and almsgiving, and
by reading and meditating on the word of God. Let us bow before our
creator and redeemer.

PeopLE: Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth.
May these ashes be to us a sign of our mortality and penitence, so
we may remember that only by your gracious gift do we experience
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

ALL: Amen.

The Imposition of Ashes
Tonight we impose ashes in the shape of a cross as we speak the words, “From dust
you have come, to dust you will return.” The ashes offer a sign of our sinfulness and
mortality. That they are imposed in the shape of a cross offers hope for God’s gifts of
forgiveness and eternal life.

*The Hymn, 586 “Teach Me Thy Way, O Lord” CAMACHA
*The Benediction

*The Postlude
*Those who are able are invited to stand.
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The opening words about Ash Wednesday are used with permission from www.spaciousfaith.com by Mennonite
pastor Joanna Harader in Lawrence, Kansas. The Prayer of Confession reprinted by permission of Westminster
John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion, © 2013. The Assurance of Pardon is adapted
and used with permission from the Process & Faith website, www.processandfaith.org. The Invitation to Lenten
Discipline is reprinted by permission from Liturgical Year, © 1992 Westminster/John Knox Press.

The following are reprinted with permission, all rights reserved, under ONE LICENSE #A-708116: For Freedom,
Christ Has Set Us Free! © 2000 Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved. There Is a Longing in Our Hearts,
words and music © 1992 Anne Quigley, published by OCP Publications. All rights reserved.



