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THE CHURCH IN WORSHIP 

 CHRISTMAS EVE 

December 24, 2021  Five o’clock 

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP 

The Prelude of Carols                                    

 

 

 

 

 

The Call to Worship (responsive) Isaiah 9:2–4,6 Michael Hood 

 Leader:  The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land  

  of deep darkness — on them light has shined. 

 People:  You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; 

 Leader:  they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, 

 People:  as people exult when dividing plunder. 

 Leader:  For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, 

 People:  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

 Leader:  For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his  

  shoulders; and he is named — 

 People:  Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

The Solo  “Night of Silence” Warren Howell                              

  Daniel Kantor 

The Lighting of the Christ Candle  Annie, Dan, Mac, and George Maloney  

 Leader:  Hope, peace, joy, and love. Four candles, four promises continually offered to us by  

  God, and all of them manifest in this one we light tonight: the Christ candle. In  

  Christ we find the hope of transformation, the peace that follows justice, the joy of  

  self-fulfillment in community, and the love that encompasses us in all our diversity,  

  empowering us to make our own unique contribution to this world. In Christ we  

  find light and life, and the courage to be like him, answering his call and following  

  in his footsteps. 

  (The Christ candle is lit.) 

 All: We rejoice in God’s steadfast presence in our lives, and in God’s unique presence 

  in the life of Jesus of Nazareth—born of Mary, growing through childhood into an 

  adult ministry, in all his life manifesting the peace, love, and justice of God; his  

  voice undimmed by the centuries, his call and his promise as clear to us as it was 

  to his disciples so long ago. Come to us, Lord Jesus, be born in us this night, in  

  our hearts, our minds, our lives. May the light of your life be kindled in us, and  

  lead us to the shining truth, of God with us, God for us, God in us. Amen. 

“Touro-Louro-Touro” 

    Hal Hopson  

“What Is This Lovely Fragrance?” 

Hal Hopson 

“The Little Drummer Boy” 

Beth McCollum  

“Pat-a-Pan” 

    Hal Hopson  

“Fantasia on Greensleeves” 

R. Vaughan Williams 

“Noël Nouvelet” 

Hal Hopson 

“Silent Night” 

Ola Gjeilo 



*The Carol, 173                    “O Come, All Ye Faithful”        ADESTES FIDELES   



THE WORD IN SCRIPTURE AND SONG 

The Prayer for Illumination (unison)  Michael Hood 

God of all ages,  

in the birth of Christ  

your boundless love for your people  

shattered the power of darkness.  

Be born in us with that same love and light,  

that our song may blend with all the choirs of heaven and earth  

to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

The Reading  Titus 2:11–14 Catherine Carter 

 11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to renounce 

impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, 

upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of 

our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that he might 

redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good 

deeds.  

 Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

 People: Thanks be to God 

The Musical Meditation “In the Bleak Midwinter” Beth McCollum 

  Gustav Holst/Jason Krug, arr. 

The Reading                                                     Luke 2:1–7    Ann Childrey  

 1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of 

Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 

from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was 

engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to 

deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, 

and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

 Leader: This is the Gospel of Christ. 

 People: Praise be to you, O Christ. 



The Carol, 147 “Away in a Manger” AWAY IN A MANGER 

  (Stanzas 1 and 3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Reading                                                      Luke 2:8–14    Bailey Underwood  

 8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 

night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am 

bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of 

David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 

wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a 

multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”  

 Leader: This is the Gospel of Christ. 

 People: Praise be to you, O Christ. 



The Carol, 152 “Angels We Have Heard on High” GLORIA  

(Stanzas 1 and 2) 

 



The Reading                                                     Luke 2:15–20       

 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let 

us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known 

to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 
17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who 

heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and 

pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had 

heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 Leader: This is the Gospel of Christ. 

 People: Praise be to you, O Christ. 

 



The Carol, 162 “The First Noel, the Angel Did Say” THE FIRST NOEL 

  (Stanzas 1–2, 6) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Homily “I Didn’t Know, but I Did Trust” Christopher Chapman 

*The Carol, 142  “Long Ago, Prophets Knew”                               PERSONENT HODIE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Words: Fred Pratt Green, 1970 
Music: Piae Cantiones, 1582; arr. Gustav Holst, 1925 



GATHERING AT THE TABLE 

The Invitation to the Table  Christopher Chapman 

The Prayer of Thanksgiving (responsive)  Lynn Lingafelt 

 Leader: God of angels and shepherds, we thank you for taking care of Mary and Joseph. We  

  thank you for the warm stable and the soft hay. We thank you that Jesus your Son  

  came to live on earth, and that he was a sweet baby, cradled in his mother’s arms.  

  Help us remember that he sometimes cried and got hungry. Help us remember that  

  he was like us in every way, but he was also your holy Son. 

 People: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 

 Leader: God of all earth’s people, we thank you that Jesus grew and became strong. We thank 

  you that he welcomed children and blessed them. We thank you that he taught the  

  people who came to him, and that he healed the sick and fed those who were hungry.  

  Help us to remember that he loved us enough to die for us. Help us to remember that  

  you raised him to life again and that he is our friend and reigns with you forever. 

 People: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 

 Leader: God of glory, we thank you for Christmas, for laughter and singing, for family and  

  friends, for presents and good food. Help us to remember the people who are hungry,  

  the people who are sick or sad, the people who are afraid. Help us to remember all  

  year long that Jesus is the Prince of peace. 

 People: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 

 Leader: We thank you, God, for this holy place, for bringing us together at your table,  

  surrounded by your love. We thank you for this holy meal, for inviting us to accept  

  Jesus’ gift of himself, for asking us to taste and see how much Jesus loves us. We  

  thank you for this holy night, for the glad songs we sing and the gifts of love we receive. 

 People: Help us to give ourselves in love and joy. In the name of Jesus our Savior. 

  All: Amen. 

The Celebration of Communion 

THE PASSING OF THE LIGHT 

The Charge to Discipleship (responsive)  Lynn Lingafelt 

 Leader:  The God who said, “Let there be light,” has caused light to shine in our hearts. That  

  light is the glory of God reflected in the face of Jesus Christ. 

 People:  As our candles are a sea of light lit from the one light of Christ, so may the  

  church reflect Christ’s light and love in the world. 



The Carol, 164                  “Silent Night” STILLE NACHT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Benediction   “The Work of Christmas”  Christopher Chapman 

  Howard Thurman (1899–1981) 

When the song of the angels is stilled, When the star in the sky is gone, 

When the kings and princes are home, When the shepherds are back with their flock, 

The work of Christmas begins: 

To find the lost, To heal the broken, To feed the hungry, To release the prisoner, 

To rebuild the nations, To bring peace among brothers and sisters, To make music from the heart. 



*The Postlude  “Joy to the World” Maureen Howell, organ  

  Fred Bock 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 

The following is reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-708116, All rights reserved: The Lighting of 

the Advent Candle, Adapted from the Process & Faith web site, www.processandfaith.org; The Prayer for 

Illumination, from Vanderbilt Divinity Library; “Angels We Have Heard on High,” Desc: © 1979, 1990 by Hope 

Publishing Company; “Long Ago, Prophets Knew,” Words: Fred Pratt Green © 1971 Hope Publishing; The Prayer of 

Thanksgiving, From Season of Light and Hope, by Blair Gilmer Meeks. © 2005 by Abingdon Press; “The Work of 

Christmas,” from The Mood of Christmas, © 1973 Howard Thurman, adapted from Faithelement Resources for 

Worship, faithelement.net.  

 The tunes and texts of “O Come, All Ye Faithful,” “Away in a Manger,” and “The First Noel, the Angel 

Did Say” are in the public domain. 

All scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 

1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 

USA. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Thanks to the following their contribution to the music of tonight’s service: Sue Crocker (keyboard), 

Beth McCollum (violin), Becky Mercer (flute), Dana Chapman, Emma & Sabrina Tyndall (handbells). 

 

 

                       Calendar Highlights ▪ December 24, 2021–January 2, 2022 

Friday, December 24; Monday, December 27; and Tuesday, December 28 

  Church Office Closed (Christmas) 

Friday, December 24 

 5:00 Christmas Eve Service/Reception 

Sunday, December 26 

 11:00 Worship Service/Michael Hood Preaching (Sanctuary/YouTube) 

  Japanese Worship/Zoom 

Tuesday, December 28 

 10:45 WMU Group 2 (Springmoor) 

 7:30 Pathfinders Sunday School (Virtual)  

Thursday, December 30 

 7:00 Band of Brothers (Zoom) 

Friday, December 31 

  First Night of Raleigh  

Sunday, January 2 

 9:45 Sunday School 

 11:00 Worship (Sanctuary/YouTube) 

  Japanese Worship (302) 

Monday, January 3 

  Church Office Closed (New Year’s Day) 

 


