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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

RALEIGH  NC 



THE CHURCH IN WORSHIP 

 THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

December 19, 2021     Eleven o’clock 

About our Worship: Today is the Fourth Sunday of Advent, a season of expectation and preparation for 

the coming of the Christ. As we draw closer to the great day of celebration, we continue with the 

lighting of Advent candles — today the candle of love — and time for confession and assurance. We 

offer prayers of thanks and songs of praise to the God who brings gifts of hope, peace, joy, and love. 

We read texts which proclaim God’s love for the world and listen for the voice of God speaking 

through these texts and their interpretation, the gifts of prayer and music, the majesty of our 

sanctuary and the people around us, even the silence. The sermon explores the use of song in the 

reading from Luke and all the narratives surrounding Jesus’ birth. How might we benefit from 

breaking forth into song like the characters in the biblical story? We depart taking our songs of joy 

and healing into a world filled with too much silent suffering.      

* * * * * * * * * * * * 

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP 

The Greeting of Worshipers  Lynn Lingafelt 

The Trinity Chimes 

Three chimes are sounded, awakening us to the presence of God, alerting us to the voice of Christ, 

centering us in the embrace of the Spirit. As we gather, we present ourselves “as a living sacrifice,         

holy and acceptable to God, which is our spiritual worship.”  

The Prelude “In Dulci Jubilo” Maureen Howell 

  J.S. Bach 

The Lighting of the Advent Candle   Rance and Betty Henderson 

   David and Sherri Henderson 

  Leader: We have lit three candles—for hope, for peace, and for joy. Today we light the fourth 

  candle—the candle of love. With this flame we signify the love of God that surrounds 

  and fills us at all times, but that we recognize in a special way in the Christmas story. 

  There is no greater power than love. It is stronger than rulers and empires, stronger 

  than grief or despair, stronger even than death. We love, because God loves us. 

  (The fourth candle is lit.) 

 All: Loving God, we open ourselves to you this Christmas season. As these candles 

  are lit, light our lives with your imagination. Show us the creative power of 

  hope. Teach us the peace that comes from justice. Fill us with the kind of joy 

  that cannot be contained, but must be shared. Magnify your love within us. 

  Prepare our hearts to be transformed by you, that we may walk in the light of 

  Christ. Amen.  



*The Hymn of Praise                         “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”      IN DULCI JUBILO 



CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE 

The Call to Confession   

The Prayer of Confession (unison) 

God of Advent hope and Christmas celebration, like Mary, we are moved to song by the 

birth of a child but not for all the same reasons. She embraces the Christ-child without 

hesitation while we wonder what he knows about us and what he might expect. She sings 

with joy of lifting up the lowly and bringing down the powerful while we wonder where we 

fit in this image, whether we might be considered powerful. We sing with joy at the birth 

of a savior, but tremble at what his lordship might require of us. So, we sing, as we do 

most things, with conditions and strings attached. Forgive us for giving just a part of 

ourselves when you ask for all. Cleanse us of all fear and hesitation. Free us to sing as 

those who are all-in and thus able to share in the joy Christ brings. 

The Silent Confession 

The Words of Assurance  

The Act of Praise (All sing) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                 Jacques Berthier, Taizé, 1978  

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD 

The Prayer for Illumination (sung)  

O holy Child of Bethlehem, 

descend to us, we pray; 

cast out our sin, and enter in; 

be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels 

the great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, 

our Lord Emmanuel. 

            Phillips Brooks, 1868        



The Hebrew Bible                                        Micah 5:2–5a   Betsy Neal 

   2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you 

shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient 

days. 3Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; 

then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 4And he shall stand and feed his 

flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they shall 

live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; 5and he shall be the one of peace.    

 Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

 People: Thanks be to God. 

The Christian Testament                                 Hebrews 10:5–10  

 5Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and offerings you have 

not desired, but a body you have prepared for me; 6in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have 

taken no pleasure. 

 7Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ (in the scroll of the book it is 

written of me).” 8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices 

and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), 9then 

he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the 

second. 10And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of 

Jesus Christ once for all.    

 Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

 People: Thanks be to God. 

The Anthem                                         “O Yule, Full of Gladness”       Sanctuary Choir  

                                      Norwegian Carol; Carolyn Jennings, arr.   Becky Mercer, flute 

  O Yule, full of gladness and cheer and delight, 

we welcome you now with our singing. 

Our hearts open wide to the brilliance of light 

from heaven to earth you are bringing. 

We merrily clap and sing, a happy welcome bring, 

So glad are we, for Christ is born now at Christmas. 

With shepherds and wisemen your star we behold,  

its brightness o’er Bethlehem beaming. 

And we too would follow, as prophets foretold, 

where light everlasting is streaming. 

Now join hand in hand, together welcome the Yule, 

and pledge love and faith to each other, 

for we all are bound by the love that we share. 

Rejoice, every sister and brother! 



The Morning Prayer  Christopher Chapman  

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father,  

who art in heaven.  

Hallowed be thy Name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever. Amen. 

The Gospel                         Luke 1:39–55 

 39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 40where 

she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, 

the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a 

loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43And why has this 

happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of 

your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there 

would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” 46And Mary said, “My soul magnifies 

the Lord, 47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 48for he has looked with favor on the lowliness 

of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 49for the Mighty One has 

done great things for me, and holy is his name. 50His mercy is for those who fear him from 

generation to generation. 51He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the 

thoughts of their hearts. 52He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the 

lowly; 53he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. 54He has helped 

his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 55according to the promise he made to our 

ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”  

 Leader: This is the Gospel of Christ. 

 People: Praise be to you, O Christ. 



*The Hymn of Devotion  “Once in Royal David’s City”  IRBY 



The Sermon                                              Christopher Chapman  

“The Benefits of Breaking Forth into Song” 

RESPONDING IN FAITH 

The Invitation to Christian Discipleship 

If you desire membership in this congregation, you are invited to present yourself during the singing of the 

Hymn of Discipleship.  As an open membership church, we honor your previous baptism in any other 

Christian community. If you have not made a confession of faith, we invite you to do so and receive 

Christian baptism. Church members are invited to use this time to reflect upon their covenantal relationship 

with God and their commitment to Christian service. 

*The Hymn of Discipleship “Canticle of the Turning” STAR OF THE COUNTY DOWN 

   Caroline Childrey, solo 

   Becky and Cady Mercer, flutes 

  Verse 1 (solo), Verses 2–4 (all) Eliza Meyer, guitar  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DEPARTING TO SERVE 

*The Benediction 

*The Chimes  

Three chimes are sounded, sending us into the world with the love of God, the Good News of Jesus     

Christ, and the power of the Holy Spirit. As you go, remember, “you are a chosen people, a royal   

priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people.” 

*The Postlude “Giga on IN DULCI JUBILO”  Maureen Howell, organ 

  Norman Dello Joio  

 

*The congregation may stand. 

 * * * * * * * * * * * * 



 The following is reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-708116. All rights reserved: Glory to God: (GLORIA 

3), Jacques Berthier, Taizé © 1978, 1980, 1981, Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. O Yule, Full of 

Gladness: Words and this musical arrangement: Carolyn Jennings, © 1976 Belwin-Mills Publishing Corp., Canticle of 

the Turning: Words, Luke 1:46-58, Rory Cooney; Tune, Irish traditional, arranged by Rory Cooney © 1990 GIA 

Publications, Inc.   

The tunes and texts of “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” and “Once in Royal David’s City” are in the public domain. 

All scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, by the 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by permission. All 

rights reserved. 

The Deacon on Call is Betsy Neal. A 44-year member, Betsy is a Clothing Ministry volunteer, a member of 

the Counting Team, and a member of the Everette Miller Friendship Class. She and her husband Clint have 

two adult children (both FBC members) and five grandchildren. 

As we continue our annual stewardship emphasis, please prayerfully consider your 2022 financial 

commitment and return your pledge card to the church office as soon as possible.  As of December 16, 

148 pledge cards totaling $1,086,293  have been received.    

Global Missions Offering supports CBF personnel around the world as they spread the Gospel. We 

have received $1,548 toward our goal of $20,000.  

2022 Contribution Envelopes are available on the first floor corridor leading to the Clothing Ministry; if you 

would like some but haven’t gotten any in the past, contact Wayne Hager (whager@fbcraleigh.org).  

 Our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service will be held at 5:00 p.m. on Friday, December 24. This service 

will include scripture, carols, and celebration of the Lord’s Supper. Children are welcome.   

 On Wednesday, December 29, 11:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m., we will be hosting The Blood Connection in our 

parking lot for a blood drive. To make an appointment, go to The Blood Connection website. All donors will 

receive a $20 eGift card! For any questions, contact Dr. Chapman. 

The church-wide ski retreat is scheduled for January 7–9 at Pipestem and Winterplace, West Virginia. More 

information and the sign-up link may be found in the Rose Window Weekly. Contact Michael Hood with any 

questions.  

 

mailto:whager@fbcraleigh.org
https://donate.thebloodconnection.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/183889
mailto:cchapman@fbcraleigh.org
mailto:mhood@fbcraleigh.org


Calendar Highlights 

December 19–26 

Sunday, December 19 

 9:45 Sunday School   

 11:00 Worship (Sanctuary & YouTube) 

  Japanese Worship/Potluck Luncheon (301/302) 

 6:30 Adult Choir Christmas Party (Fellowship Hall) 

Monday, December 20 

 6:00 Music Made in Heaven Rehearsal (Sanctuary Balcony) 

Tuesday, December 21 

 10:00 Staff Meeting (Conference Room) 

 10:45 WMU Group 2 (Springmoor)  

 7:30  Pathfinders Sunday School Class (Zoom) 

Thursday, December 23 

 7:00 Band of Brothers (Zoom) 

 6:30 College Group (Garth/Room 318) 

Friday, December 24–Tuesday, December 28 

  Church Office Closed (Christmas Holiday) 

Friday, December 24 

 5:00 Christmas Eve Service/Reception 

Sunday, December 26 

 9:45 Sunday School   

 11:00 Worship/Michael Hood Preaching (Sanctuary & YouTube) 

  Japanese Worship (Zoom) 

  




