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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

RALEIGH, NC 



THE CHURCH IN WORSHIP 

 THE TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

August 15, 2021     Eleven o’clock 

 About our Worship: Today is the Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost, part of what is called ordinary 

time in the Christian year. As we continue with historical narratives from the Hebrew canon and the 

extended bread of life discourse from John 6, there is a central theme that runs through all of our 

texts — the pursuit of wisdom. The reading from John is the only text that does not explicitly mention 

wisdom or understanding, but the strange language of eating Jesus’ flesh and drinking his blood is a 

metaphor for relating to Jesus in a deeply personal way. Such a relationship is the beginning of 

wisdom for Jesus’ followers. The sermon focuses on the reading from Ephesians which urges us to 

avoid foolishness and seek wisdom. Both sides of this counsel have merit, but since Baptists are often 

known for what we are against, it may prove helpful for our witness to focus on what we are for. Our 

worship, full of songs of praise and prayers for the world, provides an example of the kind of things 

we are for, things we do every week — honor God, enrich the lives of others, and seek guidance for 

how to live wisely and make the most of our time.    

* * * * * * * * * * * * 

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP 

The Greeting of Worshipers  Michael Hood  

The Trinity Chimes 

Three chimes are sounded, awakening us to the presence of God, alerting us to the voice of Christ, 

centering us in the embrace of the Spirit. As we gather, we present ourselves “as a living sacrifice,         

holy and acceptable to God, which is our spiritual worship.”  

The Prelude “Piano Prelude on Ellacombe” Maureen Howell, piano 

arr. Maureen Howell   

The Call to Worship (responsive)                  from Psalm 111                                    

 Leader: Praise the Lord! 

 People: I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, in the company of the 

  upright, in the congregation. 

 Leader: Great are the works of the Lord, studied by all who delight in them. 

 People: Full of honor and majesty is God’s work, whose righteousness endures forever.  

 Leader: The works of God’s hands are faithful and just; the precepts of the Lord are trustworthy.  

 People: They are established forever and ever, to be performed with faithfulness and 

  uprightness.  

 Leader: The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; all those who practice it have a good 

  understanding. 

 People: God’s praise endures forever. 

The Invocation    



*The Hymn of Praise                       “I Sing the Mighty Power of God”  ELLACOMBE 

 



LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD 

The Hebrew Bible                              1 Kings 2:10–12; 3:3–14  Divine Kumah  

  10Then David slept with his ancestors, and was buried in the city of David. 11The time that 

David reigned over Israel was forty years; he reigned seven years in Hebron, and thirty-three years 

in Jerusalem. 12So Solomon sat on the throne of his father David; and his kingdom was firmly 

established.  

 3Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the statutes of his father David; only, he sacrificed and 

offered incense at the high places. 4The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the 

principal high place; Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. 5At Gibeon 

the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what I should give you.” 
6And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father David, 

because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart 

toward you; and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to 

sit on his throne today. 7And now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of 

my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. 8And 

your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people, so numerous 

they cannot be numbered or counted. 9Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to 

govern your people, able to discern between good and evil; for who can govern this your great 

people?”  

 10It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11God said to him, “Because you have 

asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but 

have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12I now do according to your word. 

Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you and no one like 

you shall arise after you. 13I give you also what you have not asked, both riches and honor all 

your life; no other king shall compare with you. 14If you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes 

and my commandments, as your father David walked, then I will lengthen your life.”    

 Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

 People: Thanks be to God. 

The Christian Testament                                             Ephesians 5:15–20  

    15Be careful then how you live, not as unwise people but as wise, 16making the most of the 

time, because the days are evil. 17So do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 
18Do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, 19as you sing 

psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, singing and making melody to the Lord 

in your hearts, 20giving thanks to God the Father at all times and for everything in the name of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

 People: Thanks be to God. 



The Call to Prayer “Be Still”1 Tonya Carter, soloist 

The Iona Community 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Morning Prayer  Christopher Chapman 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father,  

who art in heaven.  

Hallowed be thy Name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever. Amen. 

The Gospel                         John 6:51–58 

 51I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live 

forever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.” 52The Jews then disputed 

among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” 53So Jesus said to them, 

“Very truly, I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no 

life in you. 54Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood have eternal life, and I will raise them up 

on the last day; 55for my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. 56Those who eat my flesh and 

drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. 57Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because 

of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. 58This is the bread that came down from 

heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will 

live forever.”  

 Leader: This is the Gospel of Christ. 

 People: Praise be to you, O Christ. 



*The Hymn of Devotion  “All the Way My Savior Leads Me”  ALL THE WAY 



The Sermon   “Things for Which We Want to Be Known”          Christopher Chapman             

RESPONDING IN FAITH 

The Invitation to Christian Discipleship 

If you desire membership in this congregation, you are invited to present yourself during the singing of the 

Hymn of Discipleship.  As an open membership church, we honor your previous baptism in any other 

Christian community. If you have not made a confession of faith, we invite you to do so and receive 

Christian baptism. Church members are invited to use this time to reflect upon their covenantal relationship 

with God and their commitment to Christian service. 

*The Hymn of Discipleship                           “Be Thou My Vision”2  SLANE 



DEPARTING TO SERVE 

*The Benediction 

*The Choral Charge  “Love Ye One Another”3 Sanctuary Choir 

  Shaker Song, arr. Kevin Siegfried  

Holy, holy, holiness unto the Lord. 

Love ye, love ye, love ye one another. 

*The Chimes  

Three chimes are sounded, sending us into the world with the love of God, the Good News of Jesus     

Christ, and the power of the Holy Spirit. As you go, remember, “you are a chosen people, a royal   

priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people.” 

*The Postlude “Festival Fanfare” Maureen Howell, organ 

   Malcolm Archer  

  

* * * * * * * * * * * 



1 Text: Psalm 46:10. Music: © 1989 The Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., exclusive North 

American agent. Reprinted with permission under OneLicense #A-708116. 

2Arr: Copyright © 1973 by Hope Publishing Company. All Right Reserved. Reprinted with permission 

under OneLicense #A-708116. 

3Shaker Songs, Keven Siegried arr., ©1999 earthsongs. Reprinted with permission under OneLicense 

#A-708116. 

The tunes and texts of “I Sing the Mighty Power of God” and “All the Way My Savior Leads Me” are in 

the public domain. 

All scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 

1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 

USA. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

The Deacon on Call is Divine Kumah. A four-year member, Divine is in the Grains of Sand Sunday 

School class and is a substitute teacher for the First and Second Grade Sunday School class. He and 

his wife Erika have two daughters, Bella and Olivia. 

The acolytes today are Brooks and Brayden Joyce. 

The sanctuary flowers are given today in loving memory of Jerry H. Stevens and Rolin Ashton Stevens 

by Berti Stevens and family. 

The rose on the altar is in celebration of the August 6 birth of Anthony Patrick Filomena IV, son of 

Tony and Leah Filomena, brother of Evie, and grandson of Tara Mann and John Shell. 

Be in prayer for the 30 members of the Wilderness Class, who are going on retreat to Pipestem, WV, 

this Friday, August 20, and returning on Sunday, August 22. 

The Heck-Jones offering provides a way for our congregation to connect to great mission work with 

ties to our church. Details may be found in the Rose Window Weekly. Our goal is $10,000, to be split 

as needed between Habitat for Humanity and RISE Against Hunger; as of August 12, we have 

received $2,995. 

Join us Wednesday, August 25, for an intergenerational kick-off of our Wednesday night gatherings. 

We will begin “dreaming the dream” of a vision for our future ministry, facilitated by Chris Gambill 

with the Center for Congregational Health. We will share a meal together outside, so bring lawn 

chairs for your family. RSVP for the meal (cost: $6 adults, $4 for kids 4-12 years old, with a max of 

$20 per family) at the link found in the Rose Window Weekly. Childcare will be available for children 

up to two years of age. 

The CBF General Assembly is being held August 25–28. Registration is free and you may participate 

virtually in any of the worship events, guest speaker presentations, and workshops; or in an in-

person regional gathering at Providence Baptist Church in Charlotte August 27 and 28, hosted by the 

CBF of North and South Carolina. Information and registration are available on the CBF website. 

August Mission Project: The Clothing Ministry needs children's clothing, all seasons (new or gently 

used) and socks and underwear (new only). Place your donations in the Clothing Ministry cart at the 

McDowell parking lot door or in the marked drawer in the Lewis Lobby cabinet. 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011UtJGbTNSOYYjG7TCbiyCsQ_IzCArEPfyvWVBnzY3-j32OJyqTRIWnRudLA7UPXR21YoPOnrcuHTvkmggbkF323_Fke6CklAeL8zaqH2k-Yk1jge0eIyfPXcrtcquqwH99Qr0Kd1h8VC4kFB8Ut_9uAyevJyAVpE&c=A0Prgbt_R7HQ57ElBblQxSdJOJ8b8vDgmdhlQl8tXnKJFWmmeCXyZw==&ch=Ms0E


Calendar Highlights ▪ August 15–22 

Sunday, August 15 

    9:45 Sunday School  

 11:00 Worship (Sanctuary & YouTube) 

  Japanese Worship (302) 

   5:30 Deacons’ Meeting (Zoom) 

  Youth Group (Fellowship Hall/Blue Room) 

Monday, August 16 

 10:00 Clothing Ministry Open 

     5:00 Church Council Meeting (Zoom) 

Tuesday, August 17 

 10:00 Staff Meeting (Conference Room) 

 10:45 WMU Group 2 (Springmoor) 

Wednesday, August 18 

 10:00 High School Bible Study Breakfast (TBD) 

   11:00 High School Bible Study (Blue Room) 

   4:00 5th Grade Pizza & Pool Party (Lake Park) 

     5:30 Church Conference (Zoom)  

     7:00 Adult Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 

Thursday, August 19 

     7:00 Band of Brothers (Zoom) 

   6:30 College Group (TBD)  

  Preschool/Grade School Sunday School Teacher Meeting  

   (Lounge and Preschool/Children’s Suites) 

Friday, August 20 

  Wilderness Retreat to Pipestem WV (returns Sunday, August 22) 

Sunday, August 22 

   9:45 Sunday School  

 11:00 Worship/Blessing of the Backpacks (Sanctuary & YouTube) 

   5:30 Youth Group (Fellowship Hall/Blue Room) 

  

  


