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THE CHURCH IN WORSHIP 

 THE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 

209TH ANNIVERSARY 

March 7, 2021     Eleven o’clock 

About our Worship: Today is the Third Sunday in Lent, a season of penitence and reflection, as we 

follow Jesus on the way to the cross. It is also the day we celebrate 209 years of ministry at FBC 

Raleigh, as our church, then known as Raleigh Baptist Church, was organized on March 8, 1812. The 

lectionary texts provide ample space for reflection on both emphases. The reading from Exodus 

describes the third covenant in the Hebrew canon, the founding of a distinctive way God will relate to 

the Jewish people. The reading from John describes Jesus’ critique of how this covenant is working, 

his call to renewal, or perhaps better understood, more than renewal — a complete reshaping of the 

faith wherein he, and not the temple, is the focus of divine presence and purpose. This new focus lies 

at the heart of our faith, but it is also what gets Jesus killed. As we celebrate our heritage today and 

look to the future, these texts invite us to look back to our beginning principles but also remain open 

to the ways our faith may need to be reshaped. No change will be as dramatic as the one Jesus 

ushers in; his life, death, and resurrection provide a unique intervention in human history; but in 

this time of many significant paradigm shifts in the world around us, might we hear a calling to 

renewal or perhaps something more dramatic? We listen for God’s voice on these matters as we lift up 

songs of praise, offer prayers of hope, and seek to follow Jesus’ example of service and love.  

* * * * * * * * * * * * 

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP 

The Greeting of Worshipers 

The Prelude                                             “Pastorale on St. Anne”  Paul Manz    

  Sue Crocker, organ 

The Trinity Chimes 

Three chimes are sounded, awakening us to the presence of God, alerting us to the voice of Christ, 

centering us in the embrace of the Spirit. As we gather, we present ourselves “as a living sacrifice,         

holy and acceptable to God, which is our spiritual worship.”  

The Call to Worship (responsive)  from Psalm 19 

 Leader: The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims God’s handiwork.  

 People:  Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night declares knowledge. 

 Leader:  In the heavens God has set a tent for the sun, which comes out like a bridegroom

  from his wedding canopy, and runs its course with joy and strength. 

 People: Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end of them; and 

  nothing is hid from its heat. 

 Leader: The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; 

 People: the decrees of the Lord are sure, making wise the simple; 

 Leader: the fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever;  

 People:  the ordinances of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. 

 Leader: More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold;  

 People:  sweeter also than honey, and drippings of the honeycomb. 

The Invocation  Michael Hood 



The Hymn of Praise                        “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”1        ST. ANNE 

  



CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE 

The Call to Confession                                           Leah Reed 

The Prayer of Confession (unison) 

God our Redeemer, we confess that we are people of ashes and dust.  You gave us your law 

to guide us, but we seek the wisdom of the world.  You made us a temple of living stones, 

but we dishonor the body of Christ.  Forgive us, God of grace.  Instruct us in our foolishness 

and strengthen us in our weakness so that we may be holy and whole; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

The Silent Confession 

The Assurance of Forgiveness 

The Act of Praise                         “Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy” ARISE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD 

The Hebrew Bible                                       Exodus 20:1–17 Michael Hood 

 1Then God spoke all these words: 2I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land 

of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; 3you shall have no other gods before me. 4You shall not make 

for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the 

earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5You shall not bow down to them or 

worship them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of 

parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject me, 6but showing steadfast love 

to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments. 7You shall not 

make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit anyone who 

misuses his name. 8Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9Six days you shall labor and do 

all your work. 10But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do any 

work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien 

resident in your towns. 11For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is 

in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and consecrated 

it. 

 12Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the Lord 

your God is giving you. 13You shall not murder. 14You shall not commit adultery. 15You shall not 

steal. 16You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 17You shall not covet your 

neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or 

donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

 Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

 People: Thanks be to God. 



The Christian Testament                                   1 Corinthians 1:18–25 

 18For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who 

are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 20Where is the one who is wise? Where is 

the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 
21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, 

through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand 

signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews 

and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 

power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and 

God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 

 Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

 People: Thanks be to God 

The Morning Prayer   Lynn Lingafelt 

The Lord’s Prayer     

Our Father,  

who art in heaven.  

Hallowed be thy Name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever. Amen. 

The Gospel  John 2:13–22 

 13The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the temple he 

found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables. 
15Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. 

He also poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 16He told those 

who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a 

marketplace!” 17His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume 

me.” 18The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?” 19Jesus 

answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 20The Jews then said, 

“This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three 

days?” 21But he was speaking of the temple of his body. 22After he was raised from the dead, his 

disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word that 

Jesus had spoken. 

 Leader: This is the Gospel of Christ. 

 People: Praise be to you, O Christ. 



The Hymn of Devotion                    “You Strode within the Temple, Lord”2  KINGSFOLD  



 The Sermon                       Christopher Chapman 

“Sometimes Something More Than Renewal Is Required” 

RESPONDING IN FAITH 

The Hymn of Discipleship                “Christ, Whose Purpose Is to Kindle”   ODE TO JOY  



                        DEPARTING TO SERVE 

The Benediction3 

 Leader: “As we trust we have been brought by divine grace to embrace the Lord Jesus Christ, and 

  by the influence of His Spirit to give ourselves up to Him,  

 People:  So we do now solemnly covenant with each other, that, God enabling us, we will  

  walk together in brotherly love; 

 Leader:  That we will exercise a Christian care and watchfulness over each other, and faithfully 

  warn, rebuke, and admonish one another, as the case shall require; 

 People: That we will not forsake the assembling of ourselves together nor omit the great 

  duty of prayer, both for ourselves and for others; 

 Leader: That we will participate in each other’s joys, and endeavor with tenderness and  

  sympathy, to bear each other’s burdens and sorrows; 

 People: That we will earnestly endeavor to bring up such as may be under our care, in the 

  nurture and admonition of the Lord; 

 Leader: That we will seek divine aid to enable us to walk circumspectly and watchfully in the  

  world, denying ungodliness and every worldly lust;  

 People:  That we will strive together for the support of a faithful evangelical ministry  

  among us; 

 Leader: That we will endeavor, by example and effort, to win souls to Christ;  

 People:  And, through life, amidst evil report and good report, seek to live to the glory of  

  Him who hath called us out of darkness into his marvelous light.” 

 Leader: “And may the God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that  

  great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make us  

  perfect in every good work, to do His will, working in us that which is well pleasing in  

  His sight, through Jesus Christ to whom be glory, forever and ever. Amen.”  

The Chimes  

Three chimes are sounded, sending us into the world with the love of God, the Good News of Jesus     

Christ, and the power of the Holy Spirit. As you go, remember, “you are a chosen people, a royal   

priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people.” 

The Postlude                                      “Chorale Prelude on St. Anne”  Healey Willan  

  Sue Crocker, organ 

                            * * * * * * * * * * * *    

 

 



1Desc: Copyright 1990 by Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission 

under OneLicense #A-708116.   

2Words: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr. © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted under 

OneLicense.net #A-708116.  

3First Baptist Church Covenant, Adopted December 21, 1823; Revised February 27, 1873. 

The tunes and texts of “Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy” and “Christ, Whose Purpose Is to Kindle”  

are in the public domain. 

All scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 

1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 

USA. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Easter is Sunday, April 4. Remember a loved one with a donation toward the purchase of Easter lilies 

for our sanctuary, with the remaining funds benefitting the Day Mission Fund. Forms — found on 

our website or by following the link in the Rose Window Weekly — must be received with payment by 

Wednesday, March 24.  

 Global Missions Offering supports CBF personnel around the world as they spread the Gospel. Please 

prayerfully consider your support of these missionaries. As of March 4, we have received $15,450.  

* * * * * * * * * * * *  

Calendar Highlights ▪ March 7–13, 2021 

Sunday, March 7 

 10:00 6th Grade Sunday School (Virtual) 

  7th and 8th Grade Sunday School (Zoom) 

  High School Sunday School (Zoom/In-person TBD) 

 11:00 Virtual Worship Service (YouTube) 

 2:00 3rd–5th Grade Sunday School (Zoom) 

 4:00 1st and 2nd Grade Sunday School (Lingafelt yard) 

   Three-year-olds–Kindergarten Sunday School (Zoom) 

 6:30 Youth Group (Zoom) 

 7:00 Minister of Music Search Committee Meeting (Zoom) 

Monday, March 8 

 6:15 Finance Committee Meeting (Zoom) 

Tuesday, March 9 

 10:00 Ministerial Staff Meeting (Library or Zoom) 

 6:00 Theology on Tap (Zoom/In-person TBD) 

 6:15 Middle School Gathering (Ellis home) 

 6:30 High School Boys Bible Study (Carter home) 

  High School Girls Bible Study (Helms home) 

 7:30 Pathfinders Sunday School (Zoom) 

Wednesday, March 10 

 5:30 1st–5th Grade Girls Missions and Music (Wade yard) 

 6:15 Centerpoint (Zoom) 

 6:30 InterAct Courageous Voices Virtual Tour (Zoom) 

 7:00 Youth Movie Night (Netflix Teleparty) 

Thursday, March 11 

 7:00 Band of Brothers (Zoom) 

 7:30 College Gathering (Zoom) 
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