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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

RALEIGH  NC 



THE CHURCH IN WORSHIP 

 THE TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

August 9, 2020     Eleven o’clock 

 About our Worship: Today is the Tenth Sunday after Pentecost, part of what is called Ordinary 

Time in the Christian year. We continue with readings from Genesis, Romans, and Matthew, all of 

which speak to significant concerns today. In Genesis, we read about family conflict and violence, a 

story we know ends well, yet a story that reveals the darker side of human nature which must not be 

ignored. In Romans, we read a passage which was critical to the claims of early reformers, as Paul 

insists that what matters most is that we confess faith with our lips and believe in our hearts, not 

that we follow all the dictates of any established church. In Matthew, we continue to follow Jesus in 

his Galilean ministry, as he seeks rest after feeding thousands but ends up coming to his disciples’ 

aid in the midst of a storm. While all three texts provide helpful insight, the sermon explores the 

Gospel reading wherein Jesus practices much-needed self-care yet also responds to his disciples’ 

needs. How do we balance these two important concerns, especially in this time of much need? As we 

ponder this challenge, we sing praise to the God who cares for our every need and lift up prayers for 

the world. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP 

The Greeting of Worshipers    

The Prelude                                      “The Church’s One Foundation” arr. Anna Laura Page  

  Mary Alice Seals, piano  

The Trinity Chimes 

Three chimes are sounded, awakening us to the presence of God, alerting us to the voice of Christ, 

centering us in the embrace of the Spirit. As we gather, we present ourselves “as a living sacrifice,         

holy and acceptable to God, which is our spiritual worship.”  

The Call to Worship (responsive)1    

 Leader: As we come together, O Lord, we are tossed to and fro on waves of fear and doubt. 

 People: O Calmer of troubled waters, let us hear again your reassuring words, “Take 

  heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 

 Leader: As we come together today, O Lord, we are driven here and there by winds of  

  ambition and pride. 

 People: O Healer of troubled souls, let us hear again your reassuring words, “Take heart, 

  it is I; do not be afraid.” 

 All: Come, Lord Jesus, and bless our worship with the gift of your presence, that we 

  might find peace for our anxious hearts and meaning for our troubled lives. 

The Invocation  Lynn Lingafelt 



The Hymn of Praise                             “In Heavenly Love Abiding” 2 NYLAND 



LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD 

The Hebrew Bible                                        Genesis 37:1–4, 12–28 Leah Reed  

 1Jacob settled in the land where his father had lived as an alien, the land of Canaan. 2This is 

the story of the family of Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, was shepherding the flock with 

his brothers; he was a helper to the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s wives; and Joseph 

brought a bad report of them to their father. 3Now Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his 

children, because he was the son of his old age; and he had made him a long robe with sleeves. 

4But when his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated 

him, and could not speak peaceably to him. 

 12Now his brothers went to pasture their father’s flock near Shechem. 13And Israel said to 

Joseph, “Are not your brothers pasturing the flock at Shechem? Come, I will send you to them.” 

He answered, “Here I am.” 14So he said to him, “Go now, see if it is well with your brothers and 

with the flock; and bring word back to me.” So he sent him from the valley of Hebron. He came to 

Shechem, 15and a man found him wandering in the fields; the man asked him, “What are you 

seeking?” 16“I am seeking my brothers,” he said; “tell me, please, where they are pasturing the 

flock.” 17The man said, “They have gone away, for I heard them say, ‘Let us go to Dothan.’“ So 

Joseph went after his brothers, and found them at Dothan. 18They saw him from a distance, and 

before he came near to them, they conspired to kill him. 19They said to one another, “Here comes 

this dreamer. 20Come now, let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits; then we shall say 

that a wild animal has devoured him, and we shall see what will become of his dreams.” 21But 

when Reuben heard it, he delivered him out of their hands, saying, “Let us not take his life.” 
22Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood; throw him into this pit here in the wilderness, but lay no 

hand on him” —that he might rescue him out of their hand and restore him to his father. 

 23So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe, the long robe with 

sleeves that he wore; 24and they took him and threw him into a pit. The pit was empty; there was 

no water in it. 25Then they sat down to eat; and looking up they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites 

coming from Gilead, with their camels carrying gum, balm, and resin, on their way to carry it 

down to Egypt. 26Then Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is it if we kill our brother and 

conceal his blood? 27Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and not lay our hands on him, for he 

is our brother, our own flesh.” And his brothers agreed. 28When some Midianite traders passed by, 

they drew Joseph up, lifting him out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces 

of silver. And they took Joseph to Egypt. 

 Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

 People: Thanks be to God. 



The Christian Testament                                   Romans 10:5–15 

 5Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who 

does these things will live by them.” 6But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say 

in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7“or ‘Who will descend 

into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8But what does it say? “The word is 

near you, on your lips and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9because if 

you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from 

the dead, you will be saved. 10For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses 

with the mouth and so is saved. 11The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to 

shame.” 

 12For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is 

generous to all who call on him. 13For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

14But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in 

one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? 
15And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the 

feet of those who bring good news!”  

 Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

 People: Thanks be to God 

The Morning Prayer   Trey Davis   

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father,  

who art in heaven.  

Hallowed be thy Name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever. Amen. 



The Gospel                                                   Matthew 14:22–33  

  22Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while he 

dismissed the crowds. 23And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to 

pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was 

far from the land, for the wind was against them. 25And early in the morning he came walking toward 

them on the sea. 26But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is 

a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is 

I; do not be afraid.” 28Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the 

water.” 29He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward 

Jesus. 30But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried 

out, “Lord, save me!” 31Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of 

little faith, why did you doubt?” 32When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33And those in the boat 

worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”    

 Leader: This is the Gospel of Christ. 

 People: Praise be to you, O Christ. 

The Musical Meditation                              “How Great Thou Art”  arr. Lloyd Larson 

Becky Mercer, flute  

The Sermon                           “Balancing Self-Care with Concern for Others” Christopher Chapman 

The Musical Response                                   “Here I Am, Lord”  Schutte/arr. Courtney 

Becky Mercer, flute 

  DEPARTING TO SERVE 

The Benediction                                       

The Chimes  

Three chimes are sounded, sending us into the world with the love of God, the Good News of Jesus     

Christ, and the power of the Holy Spirit. As you go, remember, “you are a chosen people, a royal   

priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people.” 

The Postlude “Blest Be the Tie That Binds” arr. Anna Laura Page

  Mary Alice Seals, piano 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 



1 Reprinted by permission from Litanies and Other Prayers for the Revised Common Lectionary: Year A, by 

Everett Tilson and Phyllis Cole, Copyright © 1989 by Abingdon Press. 

2 Words: Anna L. Waring, 1850; Tune: NYLAND, harmonization by David Evans (1874-1948) from the 
Revised Church Hymnary 1927. Oxford University Press. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A

-708116. All rights reserved. 

All scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 

1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 

USA. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Our acolytes today are Jay, Luke, and Meg Foster. 

The Heck-Jones offering provides a way for our congregation to connect to great mission work with ties 

to our church. Details may be found in the Rose Window Weekly. As of August 4, we have received 

$6,420 toward our goal of $10,000. 

 

 

 


