THE CHURCH IN WORSHIP
TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
August 27, 2017

Eleven O’clock

GATHERING
The Prelude

FOR

WORSHIP

Josef Rheinberger
“Theme and Variations from Sonata No. 10”

The Trinity Chimes
Three chimes are sounded, awakening us to the presence of God,
alerting us to the voice of Christ, centering us in the embrace of the
Spirit. As we gather, we present ourselves “as a living sacrifice, holy
and acceptable to God, which is our spiritual worship.”
The Baptismal Prayer of Praise (responsive)†
Trey Davis
LEADER: We thank you, God, for water. By it you give life to
plants, animals and all humankind.
PEOPLE: We thank you that in the beginning your Spirit of
creation moved over the face of the waters.
LEADER: We thank you for your rainbow covenant promise that
emerged from the drowning flood waters.
PEOPLE: We thank you(text
foromitted)
safe passage of our ancestors
through the Red Sea, passing from slavery to
freedom.
LEADER: We thank you for quenching the thirst of our
ancestors with water from the rock at Horeb.
PEOPLE: We thank you for the baptism of Jesus in the
waters of the River Jordan.
LEADER: We thank you for Jesus who stilled raging water; who
offered “living water, a spring of water welling up to
eternal life,” who washed the disciples’ feet to signify
their continuing vocation.
PEOPLE: We thank you, God, that you have led us by still
waters.
LEADER: We thank you for the promise that one day justice will
flow like the waters, righteousness like an everflowing
stream.
PEOPLE: We thank you for creating us in the watery womb
of our mothers and for recreating us in the watery
womb of baptism, as we are “buried with Christ
into death, so that as Christ was raised from the
dead by the glory of God, we too might walk in
newness of life.” Amen.
The Celebration of Baptism
candidate: Mary Jordan Tucker
The Prayer of Commitment

Christopher Chapman

*The Hymn of Praise, 758 “Baptized in Water”

BUNESSAN

The Greeting of Worshipers

LISTENING

FOR

GOD’S WORD

The Hebrew Bible
LEADER: This is the Word of the Lord.
PEOPLE: Thanks be to God.

Isaiah 51:1-6 (p. 594)

The Christian Testament
LEADER: This is the Word of the Lord.
PEOPLE: Thanks be to God.

Romans 12:1-8 (p. 922)

PEOPLE:
LEADER:

The Morning Prayer and Lord’s Prayer

PEOPLE:

The Gospel
LEADER:
PEOPLE:

LEADER:
PEOPLE:

Matthew 16:13-20 (p. 798)
This is the Gospel of Christ.
Praise be to you, O Christ.

*The Hymn of Devotion, 517 “The Solid Rock”

SOLID ROCK

The Sermon
Christopher Chapman
“Adopting an African-American Model of Church”

RESPONDING

IN

FAITH

The Invitation to Christian Discipleship
If you desire membership in this congregation, you are invited to
present yourself during the singing of the Hymn of Discipleship. As
an open membership church, we honor your previous baptism in
any other Christian community. If you have not made a confession
of faith, we invite you to do so and receive Christian baptism.
Church members are invited to use this time to reflect upon their
covenantal relationship with God and their commitment to Christian
service.
*The Hymn of Discipleship, 563
I WANT TO BE A CHRISTIAN
“Lord, I Want to Be a Christian”
(Children are asked to join Susan Stevens in the narthex so they
may participate in the dedication of Colt Phillips.)
*The Offertory Prayer

Beth Yerxa

The Offertory Anthem
“Upon this Rock”
John Beck Ness
(As directed, the congregation is invited to stand
and sing stanzas 1 and 5 of Hymn 689.)
*The Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings
OLD HUNDREDTH
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heavenly host:
praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
The Dedication of Colt Phillips, son of Brett and Hope Phillips
LEADER: The nurture of children in faith is a sacred privilege
and awesome responsibility. It begins with the
commitment of parents and includes the love of the
whole congregation. Today we present Samuel Colt
Phillips to the church and dedicate him to God. Who
brings this child for this holy purpose?
PARENTS: We, his parents, do.
LEADER: What can we affirm about Colt?
PEOPLE: That he is a child of God by creation, made in the
image of God.
LEADER: As Colt grows in his understanding of God and
himself, how will we help him to learn about his true
status as beloved?

LEADER:
PARENTS:
LEADER:

PEOPLE:
LEADER:
ALL:

We will give him our love and include him in the
life of the congregation.
As Colt grows through different stages of life, what will
we tell him about his story?
We will tell him about Abraham and Sarah, about
Mary and Joseph, about Jesus and the people who
have sought to follow him in this place.
What will we expect of Colt?
We will look to the day when he will sit with us at
the Lord’s Table, declare faith in Jesus Christ, and
confirm the heritage we seek to pass on to him.
Brett and Hope, do you, as parents, embrace your
primary responsibility to nurture Colt in faith?
Yes, we do, for we long to pass on our heritage to him.
Do you, the members of First Baptist Church, pledge
to work toward creating a nurturing environment for
Colt and all the children God entrusts to our care?
Yes, we do, for these children belong to us as well.
Then may God be with us and help us.
Amen.

DEPARTING

TO

SERVE

The Personnel Recognition
The Benediction
The Chimes
Three chimes are sounded, sending us into the world with the love of
God, the Good News of Jesus Christ, and the power of the Holy Spirit.
As you go, remember, “you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a
holy nation, God’s own people.”
*The Postlude

Hermann Schroeder
“Kleine Präludien und Intermezzi, No. 3”
*The congregation may stand.

†From

For the Living of These Days, Smyth and Helwys. ©1994 by
Nancy Hastings Sehested. Used by permission.

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS are Luke Foster and Jesse Vogel.
SANCTUARY FLOWERS are given in loving memory of Edythe Crocker
by her family.
DEACON ON CALL is Beth Yerxa. An 11-year member and first-term
deacon, Beth serves on the Personnel Committee and is a member of
the Sharing Thoughts class. She and her husband, Ben, have three
children: Mattie, Daniel and Anna.
HEARING ASSISTANCE DEVICES are available in the Gathering
Room. An usher can provide a device for you.
THOSE WHO ARE VISITING are invited to the Gathering Room after
worship to receive information about the church. Use the door to the
left of the pulpit; church members will greet you.
TODAY is Lin Carter’s last day with us as Minister of Education and
Outreach. A reception in his honor will be in the Lewis Building Lobby
following the worship service.

ABOUT OUR WORSHIP: Worship at First Baptist Church typically
includes a mixture of scripture and song, prayer and proclamation,
with various sacred rituals woven in to deepen our understanding of
God’s love and our calling to reflect that love in our daily lives. Today’s
service includes all these elements with an extra measure of ritual. We
begin with the celebration of baptism, a ritual which marks our formal
entrance into the body of Christ, and end with the dedication of a child,
a ritual which marks our commitment to nurture children in faith. We
also experience another ritual moment in recognizing Lin Carter at the
end of his thirteen-year tenure of ministry at First Baptist Church.
Though this transition in his role among us brings mixed emotions, it
does seem appropriate that he ends his time formally guiding us in
Christian discipleship on a Sunday when we celebrate two central
rituals of the Christian journey. The texts we read, all coming from the
lectionary, seem equally appropriate, as the Isaiah passage talks about
looking to the rock from which we were hewn, the Romans passage
talks about living transformed lives, and the Matthew passage includes
Peter’s confession of Jesus as the Messiah and Jesus’ promise to build
a church against which the Gates of Hades will not prevail. The
sermon explores the latter part of this Gospel text, what it means for
the Gates of Hades not to prevail against the church, and the anthem
echoes its central claims. We depart to serve as witnesses to the truths
we proclaim here through word and song, to put feet on our prayers, to
live each day as Jesus people, increasing the love of God and neighbor.

Calendar Highlights
August 27–September 3

Sun, August 27
Family Promise Families
(through 9/2)
9:45
Sunday School
11:00
Worship, Baptism (S)
Japanese Worship (227)
12:15
Lin Carter Reception (Lewis Building Lobby)
5:30
Youth Kickoff (FH)

BLOCK PARTY will be held this Wednesday, August 30. We’ll
gather in our parking lot from 5:00 – 7:30 p.m. for an evening of live
music, inflatables, and activities. Food Truck, BBQN4U, will be selling
BBQ pork and chicken, hot dogs, burgers, etc.

Thu, August 31
11:00
Library Committee (L)
1:00
Clothing Ministry open

MEAL RESERVATIONS may be made on the church website
(www.fbcraleigh.org) under the Food and Faith section, by email
(jgilbert@fbcraleigh.org), or by calling the office (919-832-4485), all
by noon on Fridays (please note the new deadline). Menu for
September 6: Sloppy Joes, Peas, French Fries, Garden Salad and
Dessert.

Sun, September 3
9:45
Sunday School
11:00
Worship (S)
Japanese Worship (227)

DEACON NOMINATIONS will be received on Sunday, September 24.
If you are eligible but do not wish to be considered, contact Denise
Arnold (919-832-4485, ext. 200) by noon on Wednesday, September 6.
CREDIT/DEBIT CARD KIOSK will be available on Wednesdays to
pay for Centerpoint meal. Wayne Hager will be on hand to assist with
first-time users.
SHOWING OF THE FILM, The Ties that Bind, will be held on Sunday,
September 17, at 5:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Please see “From
the Pastor” in the August 4 issue of First Foundations for more details.
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Tues, August 29
10:00
Ministerial Staff Meeting (CR)
5:30
Toy Joy Kickoff Meeting (CR)
6:00
Theology on Tap (Raleigh Times)

YOUTH KICKOFF, for students in grades 6-12 and their parents,
will take place tonight at 5:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.

CENTERPOINT SEMINAR: Evensong. On Wednesday, September
6, the Discipleship Committee will lead this evening prayer service,
including lighting of candles, Scripture reading, shared litanies, silent
reflection, hymn singing, and guided prayers.

RALEIGH, NC

Mon, August 28
5:30
Personnel Committee (CR)
5:45
Finance Sub-Committee (L)

Wed, August
10:00
5:00
6:30
7:30

REGULAR WEDNESDAY NIGHT ACTIVITIES will resume on
September 6. Please remember to make meal reservations no later
than Friday, September 1.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

30
Clothing Ministry open
Block Party (Parking Lot)
Properties Committee (CR)
Sanctuary Choir (310)

CHURCH OFFICE will be closed on Monday, September 4
for Labor Day.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF RALEIGH
Affiliated with the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship
99 N. Salisbury Street, Raleigh, NC 27603
(919) 832-4485
Fax: (919) 832-6726
www.fbcraleigh.org
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Wayne Hager, Church Administrator

Christopher C. F. Chapman, Pastor

Donna G. Jolly, Organist

Trey Davis, Youth/College
J. Daniel Day, Pastor Emeritus

Lynn Lingafelt, Children
Mary Alice Seals, Music/Senior Adults

A place of grace, a place of challenge, a place for you.
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